RMm A VocAL BAnD

an enthusiast group based in Hong Kong
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When people think of football, they often envision
teams with the most trophies and star players. Simi-
larly, discussions about a cappella typically center on
iconic groups and exceptional singers. However,
alongside these top-tier professionals, there exists a
vibrant community of amateurs and students that
plays a crucial role. For instance, without college and
community basketball, the American basketball land—
scape would lack the foundation necessary for a
league like the NBA to thrive.

The focus of this article is Rm A Vocal Band, an en—
thusiast a cappella group based in Hong Kong that
plays a vital role in the local a cappella scene.
Founded in 2024, this six-member band consists of
five members who originally met in a choir. They
chose the name Rm A, inspired by their rehearsal
space, Room Armstrong. Shortly after forming, they
prepared their debut program and performed publicly
for the first time in April.

The band members invested considerable thought
into their song selection, considering aspects such as
language, tempo, style, age, difficulty, and lead singer
roles. To appeal to listeners across generations, they
included several classic oldies, recognizing that while
trendy songs may fade from memory, timeless clas—
sics can evoke shared nostalgia. As Hong Kong
writer Nim-yan Wong aptly noted, "Listening to
songs is nothing more than listening to your own
youth."

One standout piece in their repertoire is the beloved
jazz standard "L.O.V.E." Rm A performs a version
popularized by the Korean group Maytree, offering a
refreshing contrast to typical pop styles.

In August, they took the stage again at Red Idea
Cafe, where the audience enjoyed the performance
alongside their meals. Member Siu-yuk joked about
feeling hungry while watching others eat during the
show, and some members even experienced shaky
hands while performing!

Running an amateur a cappella group is no small
feat. Coordinating rehearsals, booking venues, and
managing endless logistics can be daunting. Yet,
Siu—yuk noted that the unique charm of a cappella
and the bonds formed among group members bring
immense joy. While she is uncertain about how long
the team will last, she embraces the journey, letting it
unfold naturally.
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